
It's scary the amount of batteries that
don't get recycled!

MINISTER FOR THE ENVI-
RONMENT, Community and
Local Government Phil Hogan
T.D today (Wednesday 26th
October) launched a new cam-
paign to remind everyone to
"Bring Batteries Back", a
nationwide initiative to encour-
age more battery recycling in
Ireland. WEEE Ireland, the
compliance scheme responsible
for WEEE (Waste Electrical and
Electronic Equipment) and
waste battery recycling will be
facilitating the campaign
through their network of battery
collection boxes in retail out-
lets, recycling centres and other
collection points throughout
Waterford City and county.
With Halloween only a few
days away, WEEE Ireland are
using the season to remind Irish
people of the "scary" conse-
quences of not recycling used
batteries. Batteries contain
potentially harmful chemicals
and heavy metals, and can cause
damage to the environment if
not recycled properly. WEEE
Ireland has already held a series
of collection days throughout
Waterford in 2011 that were
hugely successful, and it is
hoped that the D£ise will con-
tinue this good recycling behav-
iour during Halloween and
beyond!
It is estimated that if each person in Ireland were to bring just
one battery back for recycling to their retailer, even without
purchasing new ones, or to their local recycling centre, an
incredible 100 tonnes would be diverted from Ireland's land-
fill. A recent survey carried out by Empathy Research revealed
that 90%* of Irish people were aware that irresponsible dis-
posal of batteries can have negative environmental conse-
quences.
This campaign is a call to action for everyone in the lead up to
one of the busiest times for the year for battery consumption
to look through drawers, check toys and appliances for neces-
sary replacements and bring all waste batteries back to your
closest free recycling location.
Check out www.batteriesback.ie for more information and to
find out where and how you can recycle your batteries in
Waterford.
Speaking at the launch of the campaign, Phil Hogan, TX>,
Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Govern-
ment said "Ireland has a strong reputation among its European
neighbours for being environmentally aware but we can cer-
tainly do more when it comes to the responsible recycling of

batteries. Considering the nega-
tive impact that waste batteries
has on the environment if dis-
posed of incorrectly, it is con-
cerning that such a high per-
centage is still being sent to
landfill. With the support of
ERP and WEEE Ireland, I am
confident that Irish people will
embrace this initiative."
"Although we are one of the top
countries in Europe for electri-
cal recycling, there is still a
large volume of waste batteries
being unnecessarily sent to
landfill every year. We are
encouraging everyone in Water-
ford to join in the bring batteries
back campaign to show the pub-
lic just how easy it is to recycle
batteries either through their
local recycling centre, free local
collection days or in their near-
est WEEE registered retail out-
let." added Leo Donovan, CEO
WEEE Ireland.
The survey was carried out
online from 13-22 nd Sept 2011
among members of Empathy
Research's Ideas Panel through
their OmnibuzzO survey which
was quota controlled to be
nationally representative of 18+
year olds in the Republic of Ire-
land. Total participants 1,002.
About WEEE Ireland
WEEE Ireland (Waste. Electri-

cal and Electronic Equipment) is the largest not for profit
organisation, founded by producers of electrical and electron-
ic appliances in order to comply with the legal obligations
imposed by the WEEE Directive 2002/96/ EC.
WEEE Ireland will organise for the treatment and recycling of
waste electrical and electronic equipment and batteries and
accumulators from authorised collection points, on behalf of
its Producer members.
Our objective is to provide cost effective compliance for Pro-
ducers to assist them in meeting the requirements of the
WEEE Regulations 2005 and Battery Regulations 2008,
whilst minimising the cost to all stakeholders.
For more information log on to www.recyclefree.ie
WEEE Ireland has a schools programme in place since 2007

in association with Rehab Recycle and has visited the majori-
ty of schools in its designated area presenting WEEE and
waste battery recycling information to students in a fun and
informative way and helping schools organise WEEE and
waste battery collections with pupils, teachers and parents.
As part of the programme over 1000 refurbished laptops have
been distributed to schools through Rehab Recycle.


